March 16, 2007

Reading Workshop: Lit Circles Discussion # 1

Aims: SWBAT follow discussion protocol, discuss novels in small groups, determine the biases of the author, main character and the reader

Materials: Copies of the Lit. Circles Discussion sheet and perspectives graphic organizer; chart with lit circle protocol

Do Now: Skim through the pages that you read for HW in your novel. Find one passage that you want to bring up for discussion and fold down the page. Reread your HW sheet and make sure it is complete with bullet points and discussion questions. 
Connect: Our main focus for this unit has been determining bias and perspective. We are going to begin today to determine the point of view of your lit. circles novel. Determining the point of view will be important as we begin to draw meaning from these novels. 
Teach: We will want to determine the perspective of three specific parties as we read: the author’s perspective, the main character’s perspective, and the reader’s (your) perspective. Chart and model on the board how to determine the different perspectives in the film “Osama”

· The filmmaker/author’s bias:

· The main character’s bias:

Try It: Have students share out the third one: 

· The reader/viewer’s bias:
Link: In your discussion today, I want you to begin discussing what the different elements of bias are in your novel. We will add to this as we read. 
Activity:

· Review the protocol for discussion with students before they move to their lit. circle groups. Have this charted in the room:

1. Fill out the discussion protocol sheet and decided today’s roles (3 min.)

2. One student goes over the plot summary to make sure everyone is on the same page (3 min).

3. Students ask each other clarifying questions about the story (5 min).

4. Students go over their HW together, sharing out noticings about culture, politics and religion (5 min).

5. Facilitator runs discussion based on the questions they came up with for HW and the passages they chose in the Do Now (15 min).

6. Students complete the perspective graphic organizer together. (6 min).

· Students run their discussions and recorders fill out the discussion notes page.

· During discussions, teacher confers with each group, listening to discussions and making sure they are on task. 

· At the end of the discussion, students put their HW in the HW folder and Discussion notes and perspective graphic organizer in the NOTES folder. 

· After the discussion, students return to their seats and write a half page reflection on looseleaf answering the following questions:

· What are your first impressions of the novel?

· What are you enjoying in the novel so far?

· What about the novel is difficult for you?

· How did your discussion go?

· How can your group and you specifically improve your discussion for next time?

· Share out of student reflections. 
